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2021 Sustainability & Climate Action Plan

Buildings
Energy
Waste
Water
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Goal 1: Reduce building impacts by using best practices 
in construction or divestment (including private 
partnership, demolition, or sell)  (Metric: Percent of FY12 
GSF of low/zero impact buildings) 

FY17

• 0 sq ft of 
setbacks

FY26

• 1 million sq
ft of 
setbacks

FY17

• 10.4% of 
FY12 GSF 
(LEED 
certified)

FY26

• 40% of FY12 
GSF to be low 
impact

FY17

• 83% CM; 
17% PM

FY26

• 20% CM; 
80% PM

Buildings
Hub: Infrastructure

Aspiration:  Minimize impacts from buildings so 
that educational assets can be maximized

Where we are now

✓ Benchmark 4 : LEED certify new buildings and 
major renovations on all campuses. Until 2019, 
target met: 13 new construction or renovation 
projects exceeding costs of $2 million were built 
to LEED Silver standards for 13 building projects.

✓ Benchmark 12 : Evaluate LEED EBOM of existing 
facilities. Target met: Tupper evaluated for LEED 
EBOM in 2018 and ARC in 2019; Cutler partially 
evaluated in 2012.

STARS OP 3 & 4
Scope 1, 2 & 3 emissions

Buildings produce 65% of 
our Athens campus 

emissions.  The 76187 
metric tons of CO2 

equivalent emitted by 
our buildings each year is 

equal to  189,046,628 
miles driven by an 

average passenger 
vehicle. (US EPA)

Benefits of Goal #1 Strategies Costs of Goal #1 Strategies

Operating cost (for energy, 
water and waste) reduction

Capital cost increase 
(including demolition costs)

Carbon emissions reduction Maintenance cost increase 
possible

Improved occupant comfort 
& productivity

Educational and reputational 
benefits

Benefits of Goal #2 Strategies Costs of Goal #2 Strategies

Carbon emissions reduction Increase in staff training time

Operating cost reduction

Improved occupant comfort & 
productivity

Possible maintenance cost 

facilities. 
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Goal 1: Reduce campus and building energy 
intensity (Metric: EUI for campus and for building types)

• Create and implement Ohio University Low Impact 
Building Standards1 for construction/renovation 
projects which align with our sustainability 
commitments

• Expand and institutionalize OHIO Sustainable 
Building Operations & Maintenance program

• Restart building energy competitions; educate OHIO 
campus and communities about energy efficiency

FY17

• 137 ave
kBtu/sq ft

FY26

• 110 ave
kBtu/sq ft

FY17

https://unhsimap.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/172tIkdn3We40uB6INwnztWVP8cLgrjq6/view
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http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/stormwater/RLD_11-6-14All.pdf
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/xeriscaping/#:~:text=Powered%20by-,Xeriscaping%20is%20the%20practice%20of%20designing%20landscapes%20to%20reduce%20or,of%20the%20western%20United%20States.

