
Galaxy Season

The Pinwheel Galaxy is another type of spiral galaxy 
referred to as a face-on spiral galaxy . This galaxy is the 
second closest  to Earth (out of the galaxies mentioned 

here) at 21 million light -years away.  The Pinwheel Galaxy 
is also located in Ursa Major. Do these galaxies look like 

their names? Why or why not?

Pinwheel Galaxy (M101)



Like Bode’s Galaxy, the Whirlpool Galaxy is an interacting grand-
design spiral galaxy . It can be found in the constellation Canes 

Venatici, near Ursa Major. Its distance from Earth is about  31 
million light -years away and its diameter is 76 light years across, 

making it smaller than Bode’s Galaxy by comparison. 

Whirlpool Galaxy (M51) 

Also similar to the grouping of M81 and M82, the Leo Triplet 
(known as the M66 Group) is a group of 3 spiral galaxies 

located close together in the night sky. This group, as indicated 
by the name, can be found in the constellation Leo. The Leo 

triplet is the farthest from Earth out of this group, located  about 
35 million light -years away.
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